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This movement will change the
world for the infants, toddlers
and preschoolers growing up
in Clark County. Changing
the future for young children
raises the bar for the future of
adults. What age is too young
to fail? We have to do more.
Debbie Ham
Executive Director

The launch meeting, held on November 12, 2013, was a collection of over sixty early
learning providers and community leaders who desire to see our children thrive.
This event launched the Children Can’t Wait movement in our community.
The goal is simple. We desire to build a collective will and plan that will expand
and connect the work related to early learning in our community to best serve our
children. We look forward to working with our amazing group of professionals to
take the next steps forward in launching the Children Can’t Wait movement.

What’s important to you about early learning?
Why do you care?

It has an

impact on the child’s life

How much more we could do if we had the

support of the total community.

Growing healthy kids is critical to having a healthy and stable future and economy.
Opportunities missed at this age crate a deficit that is difficult to overcome

One child at a time.
Small things add up to big things.

We care because it has been our life’s work.

We care because

it is personal to us.

We care because it is our future.
Parental coaching is essential and is lacking in our culture.
Needs to increase connections between teacher, families, administration and community
to work together.

It takes a village.
Early learning is foundation for life. Informs for remainder of life.
Applies universally. What we learn early affects those around us and whom we come into
contact throughout our lives.
Applies to everyone. Shapes how

people relate to and understand their world and

other people. Early learning provides the basis.
If early learning is not done well, there are serious losses- innovations, economic, social,
and emotional.

One caring person can change a child’s life.
Opportunities for play, creativity and imagination.
Parents are a child’s first learner/educator

Kids need people NOT things.
Want equal opportunities for all children-not always income based.
How do we create conditions where

all have access to early learning?

Accessible to ALL children despite ethnicity, gender or income
Children have rights and

deserve respect

Seeing disparity between kids who

experience preschool or pre-K and those who

don’t and how they struggle in kindergarten

What has been working?
Where have we seen our biggest successes?
Physical centers: FVRL Early Learning Center, Oliva Early Learning Center at Clark College
SELF’s Ready Schools, Ready Professionals, Ready Families
Nurse Family Partnership (NFP): 1st time low income mother program that is evidence
based practices that has incredible return on investment
Childhood hunger:

SHARE backpack program

WIC program
Love-Talk-Play
Prenatal care up to kindergarten

NCIU at Peace Health
Reach Out and Read

Hello Baby Bags: FVRL Foundation
GRADS: Teen parenting at high schools

Strong partnership between education and early learning

Head Start and ECEAP
Roots/Seeds of Empathy,
Canadian program, currently
at Y’s Care/YWCA

We know how to collaborate

Read and Play partnerships
Leadership taking ownership of early learning and coming
together.
Representatives from different systems are talking (early

Initiative for all children to have
a “medical home” physician

learning, K-12, ESD, family support, stakeholders)
Early intervention is

making a difference in turning

kids around

Jump Start KindergartenVancouver Public Schools
Family Community Resource
Centers
Full day Kindergarten

Race to the Top Early Learning grant has been huge in
getting early learning on the radar.
Kindergarten Transition Summary Forms have put a focus on
importance of early learning.

Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT) birth
to three early intervention.
Faith based

Home visits

partnerships

Data collection: TS Gold and WA Kids, Child Plus

Reach Out and Read: Doctors promoting

early reading with family and kids

SW WA Childcare Consortium placed in high needs areas

Culturally specific approaches are more successful than trying to fit into another
culture.
“Whole child” development: physical, emotional, academic. Community recognizes need
for all, not just focusing on one aspect
Coalition around homelessness working together to streamline housing solutions so not
as disruptive to parents
Free clinic:

promoting awareness around needs for kids

Maternity support and home visiting

Localized training for childcare providers
Evergreen early learning group

Scholarships for pre-school
Breast-feeding centers that are convenient

Play and outdoor experiences

What conversations if begun today, could ripple out in a
way that created new possibilities for the future of early
learning in our community?

What if we created the

same language and terminology in all of our communities

and programs?
What if we

expanded on hubs of communities, regardless of boundaries and

utilized schools?

What if funding was not an issue?
What if we had business community recognition?
How do we tap into all members of the

community to educate them and ignite them

to the passion of coming together to support early learning initiatives?

How could we support each baby born and each mom with a newborn?

All 6000

babies born each year should be guaranteed a safe, healthy and nurtured start with a
mom who felt supported.
What if every family was required to participate in appropriate childhood development,
parent skills and reading?
What if each

parent would volunteer 1 day annually in their child’s classroom. This

would all the parent to see what the child is doing and may increase employee support.

Can we fill gaps and
What do

identify children who are falling through the cracks?

relationship based practices and Circles of Support look like?

How do we care for the elders and children of our community?
Churches and schools sharing space and working together in a community of practice.
How do we meet the

basic needs of childcare, medical care and housing?

How can we expand programs to smaller districts? How can large district schools share
lessons learned?
How can FCRC’s be expanded? Can they

reach older kids during the summer?

Can we increase the amount and availability of high quality childcare? Community play
dates? Expanded parent education?

Expand preventive health and immunization?

Should preschool be mandatory for all?

Should school readiness be a metric for the health system?
What programs are asking what the parents need, instead of the community telling them
what to do?

A conversation with pediatricians to get the message out that resources are
available to all, not just those with low income.
What programs and policies are needed? How do we value early learning professionals?
What if we passed a sales tax to

fund our goals of universal preschool and

kindergarten?
Make sure

everyone is sharing the same message!

Technology, how can it impact early learning and how can it be applied?
How do we become more inclusive regarding culture?
How do we have a

collective vision?

more resources?

A special thank you to the Community
Foundation for their generous support of
this event and our collective efforts to ensure
every infant toddler and preschooler in Clark
County has a healthy start.

How do we not just collaborate but leverage
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